
What if you don't have art materials at home?
Sometimes having limitations can make artists even more creative! The following 
ideas and examples involve just paper, pencil, pen, scissors, glue, found objects 
and some unusual 'paints' like teabags and coffee granules.

Found surfaces
Draw on found paper 
Create interesting 
surfaces for drawing 
by collaging scraps of 
found paper together. 
The inside of a cereal 
box works well for 
paint.

Felt tips and biros
Draw with biro
Draw with felt tip 
pens, sharpies or gel 
pens.
Try drawing with felt 
tip pen and dissolving 
with water

Mobile phones
Take photographs with your 
phone
Use free apps to edit and 
manipulate
Print and collage or 
combine with other 
materials to make 
mixed-media photographs

Tea and coffee
'Paint' with tea bags 
or coffee.
Stain paper with tea 
or coffee before 
drawing on it.
You could even use 
teabags as a surface 
to draw on!Sculpture

Paper cutting, 
folding, rolling, 
moulding
Found object 
assemblage

Collage & 
Photomontage
Using found 
colours in 
newspapers, 
magazines and 
junkmail
Montaging found 
images from 
magazines, junk 
mail, packaging & 
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