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Reading 7 — The Sack of Troy

Select And Retrieve

Level 4:  Four Greek warriors give the signal.

Level 5:  Cassandra predicted that this would happen.
Level 6:  The plan was Odysseus’.

Level 7:  Any appropriate example, fully explained.

Infer And Deduce

Level 4:  You can tell they were unprepared because it says that they emerged “confused” from their houses. They had
been asleep. Some were killed as they were trying to put on their armour.

Level 5 Cassandra is desperately unhappy because she can do nothing but watch the bloodshed that she predicted. It
does not make her happy to know she was right.

Level 6:  The Greeks destroyed Troy because of the years of rage that had built up inside them during the war.

Level 7: You might feel sorry for the Trojans because they seem so defenceless and vulnerable. It mentions that the
screams of ‘innocents” filled the air. It does not seem like a fair fight. It also seems particularly vicious.
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Level 7:

vicious the attack was, such as “the gutters ran red with blood” and "The Trojans had no chance”. The arrows that
rain down on the Trojans are described as “spiteful”.

The description of Cassandra is particularly effective. The writer uses short clauses to show how every part of her
revealed her anguish: “her head was bowed; tears streamed down her cheeks; her teeth were gritted”. The
metaphor “a frozen mask of pain” is used to describe her face as though her expression has been frozen or carved
into place by the horror of what she has seen.

Overall Effect

Level 4:
Level 5:

Level 6:

Level 7:

The writer expects you to be shocked about what happened and feel sorry for the Trojans.

The writer suggests it was a tragedy by focusing at the end on Cassandra’s reaction and the way in which he
describes it as the end of everything she had cared about.

The writer wants us to feel that the violence was brutal and excessive because nobody was spared. Everything was
destroyed in a huge outburst of savagery and anger.

‘The writer wants us to realise that although this was the end of the Trojan War, there was nothing good about it
Itled to a huge amount of bloodshed and destruction. The Trojans are described as helpless victims and the
Greeks as merciless. War is shown here as something which destroys everything and leaves people in anguish.
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Structure
Level 4:

Level s:

Level 6:

Level 7:

Language
Level 4:

Level s:

Level 6:

The passage ends by mentioning the horse, because when the Trojans brought it into the city, they thought it was.
a peace offering, but in fact it was the thing that would bring an end to their city.

The writer mentions Cassandra near the end of the passage because it reminds us that she had predicted all of
this, so it is ironic that she is forced to watch the destruction

The passage starts with the drama of the four Greeks creeping through the dark streets, ready to let the rest of
their army into Troy. The reader does not know whether someone will spot them or some noise will give them
away. We are given a sense of the Greeks’ tension too — they are not sure whether the daring plan will work. The
drama builds as the Greeks rush into the city and start their massacre.

The passage rises to a climax as the Greeks rush into Troy. The fighting is fierce and brutal and spares nobody.
The end of the passage focuses on the “helpless misery” of Cassandra, showing her feelings through her gestures
and actions as she watches the battle comes closer, unable to do anything to stop it. The sight of the wooden
horse, the flames of the burning city and the sound of Cassandra’s scream of pain bring the passage to a powerful,
dramatic climax.

The writer says that panic spread through Troy “faster than the flames" so it shows how quickly the panic spread.
He talks about people being in a “mad rush"”

The adjectives in the last paragraph show strong emotion. Cassandra gives a “mad, horrified” scream of pain. The
fires give off an “angry” glow. The final sentence also makes it clear how terrible this situation is and how painful
for Cassandra: “Everything she knew, all she had ever cared about, was coming to an end before her eyes.”

The writer makes us sympathise with the Trojans in a number of ways. The writer describes the attack as an hour
of “murderous violence”. The people are described as victims. All of the individuals he describes are vulnerable —
an old man, “staggering” as he looks for his family. The fighters are “teenage”, suggesting their inexperience.
They are “struggling” to put on their armour. The writer also uses a number of short sentences which show how
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Spelling 2 - i before e — the exceptions
1. a)weight
2. d)height
3. o seize
4. b)weir

5. d)weird
6. afreight
7. d)eight
8. b)either
9. ) foreign
0. a) reign
1. d)leisure
2. b)veil
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Capital Letters
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“Well,” said Tommy Zoom, “I don’t mind doing this, so long as it's not all about Mozart again.”

Johann Sebastian Bach was born in a place called Eisenach.

Bach was a famous composer. He worked in Weimar, Kothen and Leipzig.

Bach’s Goldberg Variations are a set of beautiful keyboard pieces. Glenn Gould, a Canadian pianist, was famous for
playing them.

Bach’s first wife was called Maria Barbara. His second wife was called Anna Magdalena

Ilike Bach's church music. He composed a piece called the St Matthew Passion, which is often performed at Easter.
Bach was from Germany. His music has been played all over the world - including America and Japan.

Bach's cello suites are very popular. The American cellist Yo Yo Ma made a famous recording of them.

When someone mentions Bach, itis correct to stare off into space meaningfully and sigh, “Ah, Bach!” | guarantee that
this will impress anyone you meet.

Bach had many children. Several of them became composers also. These include: Wilhelm Friedemann Bach, Johann
Christian Bach and Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach.
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Reading 5 — A Christmas Carol
Select And Retrieve

Level 4:
Level5:
Level 6:
Level 7

He was “tight-fisted”, i.e. not at all generous.

Scrooge was “hard and sharp as flint” (simile); “the cold within him froze his features” (metaphor).

Tight-fisted, wrenching, clutching, grasping, covetous, sinner, hard, sharp, cold.

Plenty of choice here. Any appropriate answer with careful explanation should be rewarded. An example: “No
wind that blew was bitterer than he, no falling snow was more intent upon its purpose, no pelting rain less open to
entreaty.” This line continues the idea of Scrooge's lack of human warmth and compares Scrooge to the bitterest
of cold weather. It is made more powerful by its use of three clauses, each beginning with the word “no” for
emphasis

Infer And Deduce

Level 4:
Level 5:
Level 6:
Level 7:

He liked to keep all his money to himself.

They feel that there is something evil about him.

Dickens uses the weather as a metaphor for Scrooge's personality and lack of feeling.

Dickens spends so long in telling us about Scrooge because he wants us to have a good sense of his character at
this point, before he changes his ways.
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Structure

Level 4:  He begins the section by summing up what Scrooge is like.

Level 5 He ends this section by telling us that Scrooge likes being like this.

Level 6:  He builds up to a climax by listing all the ways in which Scrooge is mean and cold to others, and the ways in which
they respond, with even the dogs of blind men sensing there is something evil about him.

Level7:  The first paragraph sets up a clear picture of Scrooge’s personality. The second paragraph develops the
comparison to cold weather. The third paragraph is used to show how people avoid Scrooge and the last
paragraph explains that he likes being the way he is.

Language

Level 4:  “hand at the grindstone" makes us think of the grindstone in a mill, where the wheat is ground down into flour.
Scrooge is the one in control, like the miller at a grindstone, and the people who work for him are like the wheat
being ground down into flour.

Level 5 Plenty of choice here. Example: “The cold within him froze his old features, nipped his pointed nose, shrivelled his
cheek..”

Level 6:  Plenty of choice here. Example comment: The list in the second sentence creates an emphatic build-up of
negative adjectives which seems to leave no room for the possibility of any kindness or generosity within Scrooge.

Level 7:  Dickens manipulates his readers by using numerous metaphors and similes to compare Scrooge to cold, inanimate,
sharp objects and the weather, and he presents Scrooge's appearance in terms of his cold personality.

Overall Effect

Level 4:  Dickens is telling us that Scrooge is mean, harsh and unfriendly.

Level 5 Dickens’ overall message is that Scrooge is a very mean, unpleasant person, who never looks outside his own little
world to care about other people, and that this is wrong.

Level 6:  Christmas is a time for giving and being kind to others. Scroogeis the exact opposite of this, so to start with a
character like this in a Christmas story might make us expect that we will see him learn to change.

Level 7:  Here, Dickens makes us consider our own attitudes towards others by showing how other people responded to

Scrooge, and how he made them feel.




