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Vocabulary — Definitions
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habitat — the place where people or animals live or can usually be found
ichneumon — an animal belonging to the mongoose family

jubilant — extremely happy

kestrel — a bird of prey

laborious —something that takes hard work

magnum opus — great work

nefarious — extremely wicked

obliterate — destroy completely

palatial - like a palace

quench — to satisfy your thirst

radiate — to shine, or to diverge outwards from a fixed point, like the Sun’s rays
sacred — something considered holy

tenacious — holding on firmly — often describes someone who is determined
ultimate — the last

valiant — courageous

yearn —to long for

zeal — an intense enthusiasm or strong feeling for something
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Language
Level 4:
Level 5
Level 6:

Level 7:

Key words are: Happy/Joy/Sweet/Pretty

Key words are: Groaned/Wept/Fiend/struggling/Striving/Bound/Sulk

Blake uses language in “Infant Sorrow” to make us feel sympathy for the infant. He writes from the child's point of
view which helps us to share the child's feelings. The child is “helpless” and “naked” and therefore very
vulnerable, and the parents’ attempts to wrap it in traditional swaddling bands are presented like a battle, with
the child “struggling” and “striving” before being finally “bound”.

There is much more repetition of words (especially “sweet” and “joy") in “Infant Joy”, which conveys the harmony
between the child and its parents. In “Infant Sorrow” the child is compared to a “fiend”; in “Infant Joy”, it seems to
represent joy itself. The language in “Infant Sorrow” is much more dramatic (with words such as
“groaned"/“wept"/leapt”/“struggling”) as it conveys the scene with the sorrowful parents and the struggling
child.

Overall Effect

Level 4:
Level 5

Level 6:

Level

This will be a personal response, different for each reader.

The parents respond differently to the baby in each poem; one poem represents the close communication
between parent and child; the other poem shows the lack of harmony and trust between parents and children - a
struggle from the moment of birth onwards.

Blake shows how innocent children can be treated very differently by their parents and how they respond as a
result, and how that can lead to sorrow or joy for everyone.

“Infant Joy" is a song of innocence. You can tell this because the baby is too young to know anything about life or
to have experienced anything about it. There is nothing bad included in this poem. “Infant Sorrow” s a song of
experience. You can tell this because the parents seem to respond to the baby as if they have experienced sorrow
and hardship and they expect this new arrival to add to that. Children are said to be innocent because they do not
know all about the world, and as they grow up they have experiences (some good, some bad) which makes them
look at life differently.
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Structure
Level 4:
Level 5;

Level 6:

Level 7:

Blake starts at this point because this is the moment of birth
He uses repetition to show the close connection between mother and child, and to reinforce the sense of
happiness and joy which runs through the whole poem.

The structures of the poems are different because the child is allowed to express itself, and is described as smiling
in the second stanza. The baby in “Infant Sorrow” is not allowed a voice and is described by the end as sulking.
The first baby is responded to kindly and lovingly in “Infant Joy”, through the parent’s talking and singing. In
“Infant Sorrow”, the parent’s response is very controlling. The child symbolises joy in the first poem, but seems to
be regarded as evil in the second.

Blake presents two different reactions by the parents to their infants - and he seems to suggest that the baby
responds to the way itis treated by its parents. In “Infant Joy” the parent is loving to the baby and it responds
with joy; in “Infant Sorrow” the baby is controlled harshly as though they expect it to cause sorrow, and the last
line suggests that it will
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Reading 4 - “Infant Sorrow” and “Infant Joy”

Select and Retrieve

Level 4:  Negative words: groaned/wept/dangerous/fiend/sulk

Levels:  The most powerful line s “Like a fiend hid in a cloud” which presents the child as a devil. (Different readers may
argue for different lines.)

Level 6: I “Infant Sorrow” the phrase “piping loud” is a metaphor for the noise made by the baby.

Level 7: I “Infant Sorrow”: “leapt” symbolises the energy of the child; “fiend” presents the child as a devil. “Struggling”
and "Striving” both suggest the child is battling with its parents and situation. “Bound"” suggests it has been
imprisoned.

In “Infant Joy”: “Happy” and “Joy” symbolise the child’s situation and what the mother wishes for its future.

Infer And Deduce

Level4:  The child is unhappy because he is being wrapped in swaddling bands.

Level 51 The parents in “Infant Joy” love their child because they sing to it and wish it joy.

Level 6:  Blake shows the infants talking in order for the reader to see things from their perspective.

Level 7 In “Infant Sorrow” the child decides to “sulk”. People tend to sulk when they brood on something that has
happened to them and don’t get over it quickly. Blake makes it sound as though this early experience for the child
of being bound has had a bad effect on him/her, and that the negative effects willlast a long time.
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Nouns

4. Leonarda da Vinci is the greatest genius in world history.

2. He painted pictures of angels and strange women

3. He lived in Florence for many years.

4. He did experiments.

5. He drew pictures of moving water.

6. He designed a giant bronze statue of a horse.

7. Heinvented a helicopter.

8. He studied plants and animals very carefully.

9. Heworkedin Milan.

10 He painted The Mona Liso.

. He studied the human body, making diagrams of the heart and the eve.

2. When he was a baby, a bird of prey landed on his cradle and brushed it feathers against his face.

13.Asa young boy, he once got lost in a cave and feared that there might be a monster inside.

14 He painted The Last Supper, which showed Jesus and his disciples.

15 He inspired the book The Da Vinci Code.

Extension:

Common nours: genius, history, pictures, angels, women, years, experiments, pictures, water, statue, horse,
helicopter, plants, animals, the human body, diagrams, heart, eye, baby, bird, prey, cradle,
feathers, face, boy, cave, monster, disciples, book.

Proper nouns Leonardo da Vinci, Florence, Milan, The Mona Lisa, The Last Supper, Jesus, The Da Vini Code.

Other kinds of nouns:  » Collective nouns name collections or groups of things, e.g. a swarm of bees, a choir of singers,

a shoal of fish.

« Abstract nouns name things we understand but cannot see, hear, touch or smell. These might
be qualities or feelings, e.g. idea, science, journey, cooperation, justice.

«  Concrete nouns are the opposite: objects and things which we experience through our senses
—we can see, touch, feel, smell and hear them. Most nouns are concrete nouns.
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Language
Level a:

Level 5:
Level 6

Level 7:

Plenty of choice here. An example: Pyramus “howled” his words to the lion, which shows his feelings. He also
calls the lion “miserable, cruel and evil” for killing Thisbe.

Plenty of choice here. An example: The phrase “dejected, exhausted, desperate” makes us sympathise with
Pyramus. He feels he has lost everything and even the lion will not kil him to relieve his suffering.

The writer builds up tension at the end as Pyramus catches sight of his sword. The author describes the sun
glinting on the sword and the “terrible, inevitable thought” that strikes Pyramus.

The writer uses a lot of adjectives to convey Pyramus’ thoughts and actions. Often he puts these in groups of
three so that they gain more impact; for example: “dejected, exhausted, desperate”. He also shows Pyramus’
feelings through a flashback to a series of memories of the past. His outburst to the lion (which he “howled")
shows the strength of his feelings for Thisbe and his words are described as “wild".

Overall Effect

Level 4:
Level 5:
Level 6:

Level 7:

Any appropriate personal response.
The writer s trying to convey the power of love  that Pyramus cannot see the point of living without Thisbe.
This passage suggests that love can be incredibly powerful and when someone loses love, lfe seems entirely
empty and pointless.

A range of possible answers here, but most will probably relate to how the author presents Pyramus’ agony and
despair. Answers might include: Pyramus’ gradual realisation of what must have happened to Thisbe; the
memories of the past compared with the misery of the present; the dramatisation of his despair as he shouts at
the lion; and the foreshadowing of his death with the description of the sword.
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Reading 9 - “Pyramus and Thisbe”

Select and Retrieve

Level 4:  Itis Thisbe's scarf

Level 5:  Pyramus gave the scarf as a present.

Level 6:  Pyramus remembers secretly exchanging vows of love with Thisbe through the wall that separated them, and his
parents sternly forbidding him to see her.

Level 7:  The details that describe Pyramus’ emotions are the panic he feels on thinking she must be dead, the way he howls
out his feelings and the way he wants the lion to kill him.

Infer and Deduce
Level 4:  He hates the lion because he thinks it has killed and eaten Thisbe.

Level 5 The lion is not interested in Pyramus because it has eaten a deer and is not hungry,

Level 6:  You can tell Pyramus really loves Thisbe because he does not think his life is worth living without her.
Level7: Pyramus will kill himself with his sword.

Structure

Level 4:  You can tell itis from the middle of a story because it begins: “Suddenly, Pyramus's feelings changed from fear to
despair.” Itis in the middle of a part of the story where he sees the lion.

Level 5:  Paragraph 1 describes how he gradually realises (mistakenly) that the lion has killed Thisbe. Paragraph 2 shows
Pyramus remembering the course of their relationship. Paragraph 3 shows his outburst at the lion and Paragraph
4 his attempt to get the lion to kill him. Paragraph 5 shows his despair and a sense of what he will do next.

Level 6:  The writer spends so long describing Pyramus’ feelings so that we understand how much he loved Thisbe and how
lost he feels without her. This will be important for the next part of the story.

Level 7:  The writer ends with Pyramus catching sight of his sword. This is significant because he has already tried to get the
lion to kill him; the sight of the sword suggests another way in which he could die.
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The next morning Ariadne woke up late. She was expecting to see Theseus’ men on the beach. She was expecting to see
Theseus’ ship anchored nearby. However what she did see was a wide, empty expanse of nothing. There was the silent sea,
the lonely sand and the fluffy clouds floating across the blue beautiful sky. There were no sailors. There was no ship. There
was no Theseus. Ariadne cried out in horror, “Where are you my husband? How could you do this to me? How could you
abandon me?”

Theseus was miles away. He had sneaked away like a cunning, untrustworthy, selfish coward. He was sailing towards
home, stil showing the black sails that would say to his father that he had failed. So the final tragedy was about to happen
when Theseus’ father saw the black sails and could not bear to live any more.
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Correcting a Passage

Ariadne was in love with Theseus. She wanted to run away with him after he killed the Minotaur. “I have helped you,” she
said, “Now you can do something for me.”

“What is t?" asked Theseus.
“Take me away from this cold, unhappy palace. Marry me and we can live together happily ever after.”

Theseus did not love Ariadne but he didn't know how to tel her. “You've helped me a lot so | guess | can't say no. We'll
sail at midnight. You'll need to get ready quickly.”

Ariadne’s face lit up. She hurried into her father's palace and grabbed her bag, her coat and her favourite book. She
rushed down to the harbour and onto Theseus’ ship.

Through the dark, silent night Theseus’ ship sailed silently, slowly, secretly. The sea was calm, still and gentle. A light, easy
breeze stirred the sails steadiy. “| can't believe that we're here together,” said Ariadne excitedly. Theseus just stared
moodily into the darkness. He was distracted. He forgot that he had promised his father that he would change the colour of
the sails from black to white if he survived.

‘They had sailed out of the harbour. “We'll rest on the nearest island until dawn,” said Theseus. Everyone disembarked
and set up camp on the cool, soft, spacious sands.
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suspension
dimensions
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decision
revision
submission
mission
precision
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Spelling 4 — -tion/-sion/-cion
Task 1
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