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Reading 6 — The Vampires

Select and Retrieve

Level 4:  Thereisa yew tree in the graveyard.

Level 5: A dog is mentioned howling in the passage.
Level 6: The graveyard has a porched gateway.

Level 7:  She wants to tell him that he has been dumped.

Infer and Deduce

Level 4:  Perpetua is waiting in the graveyard to meet Tom at midnight.

Level 5:  She s slightly nervous to start with but once the bat appears, she is definitely scared.
Level 6: We assume that he wanted to meet her there at midnight because he is a vampire.
Level 7:  The bat chases Perpetua because this is Tom in another form.

Structure

Level 4:  The writer wants to set the scene and mood, which is important for this kind of story.

Level 5:  The word ‘suddenly’ creates drama — something unexpected is about to happen.

Level 6: The third paragraph is structured to create drama because it starts with Perpetua having reached the gate - safety
—and she is crossly planning to dump Tom, when he suddenly appears from nowhere, making an uncomfortable
joke which suggests he is not really human.

Level 7:  The end of the passage is intended to make us feel uncomfortable / tense / worried for Perpetua’s safety —is Tom
able to transform into a bat? Is he one of the vampires of the title?
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Because the stories about Mr Pickwick were very successful, Dickens became a famous man.
Building on this success, Dickens published Oliver Twist.

Continuing to write, he published many books.

After A Christmas Carol, he wrote Dombey and Son.

Since he was now very famous, every book he wrote attracted a lot of interest.

After writing many books, he started doing public readings from his stories.

Worn out, he died at the age of 58.
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Sentence Introductions

Since Charles Dickens read a lot as a child, this made him want to write.
When he was 12 years old, his father went to prison.

Because his father was in debt, Dickens had to go to work in a factory.

When he grew up, he became a journalist.

After he wrote reports on Parliament, he started to write imaginative pieces.

Having written journalism for a while, he then published a book of his pieces, called Sketches by Boz.
After this was successful, he published Pickwick Papers in instalments.
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Spelling 5 - Commonly Mixed Up Words
1. allowed/aloud
If you are allowed to do something, you are permitted.
The boy did not realise that he was singing aloud.
2. bear/bare
The animal was a bear.
The trees had no leaves; they were bare.
3. by/buy
The song was written by Bob Dylan
I'went to buy the CD,
4. groan/grown
If you are grown up, you are mature.
The boy let out a miserable groan
5. here/hear
If you can hear me, nod your head
The entrance is here.
male/mail
If you are male, you are a boy or a man.
The postman brings the mail.
7. minor/miner
If you are a miner, you work underground.
Aminor is a young person.
8. pain/pane
If you are in pain, go to the doctor.
The boy smashed the window pane.
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piece/peace

A small part of something is a piece.
The end of war brings peace.
prey/pray

In church, people pray.

The eagle hunted its prey.
write/right

If you are right, you are correct.

You use a pen to write.
through/threw

If you go through the door, you'll enter the room.
The girl threw the ball to her friend.
weather/whether

The weather i fine today,

I cannot decide whether to go or not.
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Sentence Middles
Gawain, one of King Arthur’s knights, is the hero of a medieval poem.
The story, which is written in Middle English, begins on New Year's Eve.
King Arthur, the heroic king of the Britons, is celebrating with his knights.
To everyone’s surprise, in the middle of this feast, there is a loud knock at the door.

The knight, who s riding a huge horse, challenges Arthur’s men.
The challenge which the Green Knight issues is a very a strange one.
The knight, who is fierce and commanding, demands that one of Arthur’s men cut off his head
Arthur's men, amazed by the bizarre offer, do not know what to do.
10. Gawain, not wanting Arthur to risk the challenge, agrees to accept the Green Knight's offer.
11. The Green Knight, in all seriousness, tells Gawain to cut off his head.
12. He warns Gawain, just as he kneels to take the blow, that Gawain himself must take a similar cut in one year's time.
13. Gawain, who thinks that the Green Knight can't cut his head off if he is dead, swings his sword.
14. Gawain, bringing his sword down upon the Green Knight's neck, cuts off his head.
15. The Green Knight's head, which has been cut clean from his shoulders, rolls about the floor.
16. Arthur's knights, thinking that the Green Knight was a madman, begin to laugh and cheer.

1.
2
3
a
5. Aknight, whois strangely coloured green all over, enters the hall.
6.
7.
8.
9.
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Overall Effect

Level 4:  Any apt personal response.

Level 5 The passage seems old-fashioned because of the language. The attitudes to women are also old-fashioned, such
as the suggestion that the woman would be suitable to lie in a lord’s bed.

Level 6:  The narrator is very aware of the physical appearance of this woman. Perhaps he sees women as temptresses.

Level 7:  Chaucer wants his readers to see this woman as playful, lively and physically attractive. He presents her as being.
totally unsuited to marriage with an older man, and perhaps someone with a tendency to deceive.
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Language
Level 4:

Level 5:

Level 6:

Level 7:

She was ‘like a weasel’; her silk apron was ‘white as morning milk'; her eyebrows were as black as sloes; she was as
nice to look at s the young pear tree; she was as soft as wool; her colour was brighter than a gold coin; her song
was as loud as a swallow’s; she was as playful as a kid or calf; her mouth was as sweet as ‘braket, or as methe’ or a
hoard of apples; she was as lively as a colt, as tall as a mast and as upright as a bolt; she wore a brooch on her
collar with a centre as wide as a shield

Any apt response. Suggested answer:

Full small y-pulled were her browes two,

And they were bent, and black as any sloe.

This conveys the shape and colour of her eyebrows and makes us imagine her face. (In some ways it makes her
sound quite modern.)

Chaucer's language reveals her personality by what he chooses to describe: her ‘likerous eye’ and her sweet-
smelling mouth, for example, and by the comparisons he uses to suggest her liveliness.

Chaucer uses many similes and metaphors (see examples listed in answer to Level 4 question) and the things he
chooses to describe are very revealing of her personality (see comments in answer to Level 6 question). He also
uses more subtle ways to describe her; for example, he begins the description by comparing her to a weasel, which
is traditionally associated with deception. This prepares us for her later actions. Another technique is to do with
the order of his comments; at the end, he suggests she would be a suitable mistress for a lord, following this with
“or yet for any good yeoman to wed'. Because we have been given the image of her as a mistress, that colours our
view of her suitability as a good wife.
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Infer and Deduce

Level 4:  She s referred to as ‘this younge wife’ so she is obviously not very old

Level 5:  She s very lively — in fact Chaucer compares her to a kid or calf i her playfulness,

Level 6:  She is described as lively, gay (happy) and flirtatious. The description dwells on her appearance and tells us she
was ‘fai’ ~ beautiful. It sounds as if she attracted a lot of male attention and encouraged this.

Level 7:  This passage does not tell us anything about the old husband but concentrates very largely on the very appealing
appearance of the wife. In addition, we are told that the young wife is not only beautiful but flirtatious, which
suggests she courts male attention. The comparison at the end:

‘She was a primerole, a piggesnie,
For any lord t' have ligging in his bed"
makes it sound as if she might have an affair, if the old husband is not careful.

Structure

Level 4:  Chaucer tells us the wife is young at the start, in order to prepare us for the rest of the story where she cheats on
her old husband.

Level 5:  Chaucer writes the passage in rhyming couplets.

Level 6 Chaucer uses a rhythm with five beats to the line (pentameter).

Level 7:  Chaucer contrasts factual details, such as the appearance of the woman’s apron, with details about her character
or attitudes: ‘And sickerly she had a likerous eye'. These comments all relate to her interest in men, or their
interest in her.
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Reading 7 - The Miller’s Tale
Select and Retrieve

Level 4:
Level 5:
Level 6:

Level 7:

She is compared to a weasel.
The words ‘primarole’ and ‘piggesnie’ both mean sweetheart.

She is compared to a weasel, a young pear-tree, a kid or calf, a colt. Some of her features or abilities are also given
comparisons.

A personal response
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Vocabulary 4 - Define and Use

forfeit . to lose something in payment for a fault or crime
illustrious .. famous

implicate ........ to involve

intuition innate understanding

irrepressible ..... cannot be suppressed or put down

justify . to prove how something i right
lissome .. nimble

urid ... violently bright; sensational
manifest .......... to make clear or easily seen

miscreant .. awrongdoer

monotone ..... a sound that does not vary in tone
multifarious ..... made up of many parts
munificence ..... generosity

nourish .. to feed

oscillate .
perpetual ..
pious.....

to swing or vibrate
constant, never ceasing
religious
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Language
Level 4:
Level 5:

Level 6:

Level 7:

Words which create an atmosphere are ‘still, silent’; ‘crumbling gravestones’; ‘crooked’; ‘eerie’; ‘howl mournfully’.
Words which describe her actions describe Perpetua’s feelings. We are told she ‘shivered’ — which is likely to be
out of uneasiness rather than cold; she ‘shrieked’, ‘leapt to her feet and began to run’, and later ‘sighed with
relief’.

The writer’s language creates an atmosphere by describing the sights and sounds which we associate with horror
stories - the silent graveyard, the owl with its ‘eerie kind of hoot” and the dog ‘howling mournfully’. The reference
to the girl’s hand touching ‘something winged, bony, leathery —a bat’ gives a gradual sense of realisation which
adds to the atmosphere.

The writer uses personification to add to the atmosphere — the wind ‘moaned’ and the owl ‘whispered’. This
makes it seem that Perpetua is not alone. Typical of horror stories, this one uses the stock setting of a graveyard at
midnight and focuses on a young, lone female victim. The writer also creates drama with the bat incident, only to
reduce the tension as Perpetua reaches safety. The tension then rises swiftly with the strange arrival of Tom.

Overall Effect

Level 4:
Level 5:

Level 6:

Level 7:

Any apt personal response.

Any apt suggestion — possibly that Tom will turn out to be a supernatural being, or that he will try to save Perpetua
from danger.

The writer creates surprises in that the bat disappears when we might expect the situation to worsen, and just as
Perpetua is recovering and planning to tell Tom what she thinks of him, he appears in an eerie way, as if he has
transformed from the bat.

The writer manipulates the tension so that just when we think Perpetua has escaped (from the bat), we are
plunged into uncertainty/fear by Tom’s eerie arrival and his strange comment and laugh.




