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Structure

Level 4:  The passage begins by comparing life to a stage and the people to actors who play many different roles.

Level 5: It ends with the last age - extreme old age, after which there is nothing left but death

Level 6: The passage creates tension and expectation in the reader as he/she waits to find out what each age will be, and
how it will be characterised.

Level 7:  The passage rises to a climax by describing each age in turn, introduced by “First...and then... and then” before
introducing the seventh age as: “Last scene of all”. Itis ironic that the point of the speech that has been built up to is
the line which tells us about everything that has been lost: “Sans teeth, sans eyes, sans taste, sans everything.”

Language

Level 4:  “Creeping like snail” is a simile to describe the schoolboy.

Level 5:  Shakespeare uses similes and metaphors to enhance his description of the characters’ actions or features. A simile
is used to describe the schoolboy as “creeping like snail” because we all understand how slowly snails move and
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Reading 2 - “All the World’s a Stage”
Select and Retrieve

Level 4:

Level 5:
Level 6:

Level 7:

Stage; players; exits; entrances

The seven ages are: the infant, the schoolboy, the lover, the soldier, the justice, the pantaloon and finally second
childhood.

Plenty of choice. Five suggested descriptive phrases that have a memorable effect: “mewling and puking”;
“shining morning face”; “creeping like snail”; “sighing like furnace”’; “in fair round belly with good capon lined”"
The effect of “mewling and puking” makes a baby sound as though it just creates mess and noise ~ it is not an
attractive view of an infant. The “shining morning face” of the schoolboy suggests he s full of happiness at the
new morning, but “creeping like snail” tells us how unwilling and slow he is on his journey to school. The soldier is
“seeking the bubble reputation / even in the canon’s mouth” which suggests that the soldier is trying to do
something heroic to win a great reputation and this means he puts his life in danger.

The final line “sans teeth, sans eyes, sans taste, sans anything” is used to describe extreme old age when people
have lost their teeth, are going blind, have no sense of taste any more and seem to have lost everything to age.

Infer and Deduce

Level 4:
Level 5:

Level 6:

Level 7:

Any apt response.

The speech suggests that it is not enjoyable to age and start losing your ability to do things. However, at a younger
age, there are other difficulties too — the schoolboy has to go to school, and the lover is unhappy.

It suggests that the speaker is quite a critical person. He makes the infant sound nothing but trouble, and he
maocks the lover for his sadness and obsession with the woman he loves. He is also scornful of the older man, the
pantaloon, who has shrunk in size and whose voice has lost its depth.

It s a very cynical view of human existence. No age seems very desirable and it all seems to be leading towards
the indignity of old age and eventual death
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The key facts about Rembrandt are: he was born in 1606; he lived in Amsterdam; he was a famous painter; he is most
remembered for his self-portraits.

Some of his best self-portraits are: one in which he is young, dashing and handsome; one in which he s holding his
painting materials; one in which he s old, troubled and rather bewildered.

Rembrandt's painting of Abraham is powerful; it shows Isaac’s terror and Abraham’s intensity.

Rembrandt’s painting of The Night Watch is well regarded; it features vivid portraits of the men of Amsterdam.
Rembrandt's paintings feature: dramatic, powerful effects of light; realistic, detailed and thoughtful portrayals of
people; a forceful, expressive and free handling of paint.

Rembrandt expresses human experiences directly; he captures what it is to be human on canvas.
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Correcting a Passage

Beowulf was a happy successful king for many years and the people loved him. He was his people’s protector; they relied on
him. When the winter nights were cold, he would recall his adventures. “Once," he said, “I was a young warrior who could
defeat anyone. Imagine me then: a strong, athletic, arrogant hero.” These were the stories he would tell: the killing of the
sea monster, the battle with Grendel, the fight with Grendel’s mother. He loved to tell tales. Those were his glory days.

As he got older, his people began to forget his many youthful exploits. They saw him as an old man. Few people could
imagine that he was ever a mighty fighter — he seemed so frail. Then one day a terrible event took place. From nowhere, a
dragon appeared. The dragon'’s breath was fire and his bite was bitter. He preyed on Beowulf's land. The dreadful dragon

Iaid waste to many villages. How the people complained! “Help us, King Beowulf,” they cried. “Send for a warrior who can

rid us of this terrible threat.”

Beowulf, old as he was, rose to answer his subject. “I will fight this terrible beast,” he promised Wishing to be respectful,
the people did not laugh but they felt that Beowulf was being ridiculous. They could not believe, whatever he said, that
Beowulf could fight any kind of beast. The next day Beowulf set out to the dragon’s lair, sure that he could killit. He was
brave; perhaps he was foolish. His people followed him. They hoped he would fulfil his promise but they feared that he
would fail miserably. How could such an old man fight such a grim monster?




image4.png
Spelling 2 = Drop the -e
a) Excitement

b) Sensible

d) Racing

b) Moving

a) Motivation

b) Desirable

a) Lateness

a) Safety

a) Commencement
10. ¢)Slicing
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Level 6:

Level

this suggests just how much the boy does not want to go to school. The soldier is “bearded, like the pard”. A pard
is a leopard, and using this simile could suggest that the soldier s fierce like a wild animal. In the next line
Shakespeare uses the metaphor “the bubble, reputation” to suggest that reputation is something fragile that can
easily be lost.

A range of possibilities, but they may include the following: “Puking” is a powerful word to use in the description
of the infant. Babies are usually pictured as cute and sweet and this slang word, with its hard sounds, creates
quite a contrasting, repulsive impression. “Second childishness” is a powerful phrase because we might expect the
seventh age to describe something new, but in fact it shows us an age where everything diminishes and goes
backwards, like a second childhood. “Oblivion” is a strong word to describe the state of forgetfulness that very
old people can suffer.

Shakespeare uses an extended metaphor throughout this speech by comparing life to the theatre, and the
different stages of life as a series of parts for actors: “All the worlds's a stage, and the men and women merely
players.” This makes the different stages of life seem like a series of different roles that people adopt at different
times, before their inevitable move onto the next stage. The word “merely” suggests thatlife is not as significant
as people think. (See also answer to Level 5 for more comment on metaphor and simile.) Shakespeare also uses
repetition very effectively in the last line - “Sans teeth, sans eyes, sans taste, sans everything” - which helps to
slow the line down and make it even more hard-hitting

Overall Effect ——e

Level 4.
Level 5:
Level 6:

Level

Shakespeare is telling us that for each person, life s full of different stages
Shakespeare was a playwright and an actor, so that is why he might have chosen this as a metaphor for life
Shakespeare’s message is that we play lots of different roles in our lives, just as an actor plays many parts, and that
each of these roles is replaced by the next.

The character’s misery is reflected by the negative way in which he views each of the seven ages; he does not see
anything good in human life and it is all moving on towards death




