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Vocabulary 4 - Define and Use

abject - lowly; base

basilisk —a mythical snake that could kill with a glance or with its breath

capacity — the ability to hold or contain; the maximum amount that can be contained
delicate — not strong, needing careful handling

elaborate - highly detailed

fascinate — to keep someone spellbound

gratitude — what you feel when you are grateful

homage - knights would pay homage (show their loyalty and reverence) to their king
identical - exactly the same as.

juxtaposition ~ (usually words) placed side by side

kowtow — bowing down to others; from the old Chinese custom of putting the head to the ground to show deference to
others

languish — to lose strength, to fade, to become depressed

malapert - bold, impudent

nostalgia — wishing to return to the past; fond memories of the past
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Verbs

1. The London Underground map is a design classic.

2. The red telephone box has been praised as an icon.

3. Mini cars are nippy and sporty.

4. The anglepoise lamp has been described as an elegant solution to an everyday problem.
5. Concorde has the look of a futuristic plane.

6. The Bauhaus chair is ergonomically perfect

7. Many people love the Routemaster London bus.

8. The miniskirt was a popular sixties sign of women’s liberation.

9. The Sinclair Cs was a bizarre buggy that no-one bought.

10.  An American Quiltis a sign of community effort.

1. Experts revere Chippendale furniture designs.

12.  The cat’s eye is a smart invention that helps road safety.

3. The Spitfire plane is a design that is it for purpose.

14. The World Wide Web is a British invention.

15, The E-type Jaguar was another elegant British design.

6. Some people think that computer games like Tomb Raider are design classics as well.
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Language:

Level 4:  Words suggesting strength: sinews; dread grasp; clasp

Level 5:  Lines suggesting the tiger is evil: “What dread grasp / dare its deadly terrors clasp”. The reference to the “forests
of the night” might make us think of night being used as a metaphor for evil

Level 6:  The rhythm is a pounding one which emphasises the word “tiger” and “burning”.

Level 7:  Blake uses a lot of questions, without giving any answers, which helps to convey the astonishment and awe the
narrator feels at the tiger and also the god which dared to create it. He uses the contrast between lamb and tiger
to give a sense of two different sides to creation: good and evil, or gentleness and cruelty. He uses images from a
blacksmith’s workshop to suggest the way in which the tiger is created: heated in a furnace and twisted into shape
like hot metal on an anvil

Overall Effect

Level 4:  Blake thinks the tiger s strong, fearsome and powerful.

Level 5:  Blake's message is that God must have created both the powerful tiger and the innocent lamb.

Level 6:  Blake is saying that both good and evil exist in the world, and that God created both.

Level 7:  Blakeisimpressed by the tiger's power and its mesmerising quality. The opening lines - “Tiger tiger, burning

bright /in the forests of the night” — create a striking image of the tiger and its energy and attraction. Itis like a
fire, which has both danger and the power to fascinate us.
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Structure
Level 4:
Level 5
Level 6:

Level 7:

Blake repeats most of the first verse at the end to bring the poem to a close.

He has changed the word “could” to “dare”.

The first verse introduces the tiger, and begins to question who could have created it; the second verse concerns
the tiger's burning eyes, and where they could have been found; the third verse wonders who could have created
the heart and muscles of the tiger and set them going; the fourth verse imagines the creator at work like a
blacksmith working on the tiger at an anvil; the fifth verse imagines the stars crying at the creation of the tiger and
asks if the creator was pleased with what he had done; and the final verse returns to the original description of the
tiger, with the word “dare” changed ~what kind of creator could have dared to create something so fearful?

The poem rises to a climax through the use of questions about different aspects of the creation of the tiger. Some
of these questions are cut in half as the tone become more tense: “What dread hand? & what dread feet?”
Gradually the poem builds a sense of the tiger coming powerfully to life. The climax of the poem comes with the
question: “Did he smile his work to see? / Did he who made the Lamb make thee?” as Blake tries to understand
the nature of a god that could create something so fearful
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Reading 4 — “The Tyger”
Select And Retrieve

Level 4:
Level 50

Level 6

Level 7:

The first verse is repeated as a last verse. (There is one change in the last line.)

The lines “the forests of the night”", “its deadly terrors”, and “Did he who made the Lamb make thee?” all suggest
that the tiger is evil.

The following lines suggest that the tiger was made by some kind of blacksmith: “What the hammer? What the
chain? / In what furnace was thy brain? / What the anvil?"

burning; fearful; dread; deadly; dare. These key words suggest the danger and deadly power of the tiger and the
fear that it causes. The word “dare” suggests the daring of a creator to make such a creature.

Infer And Deduce

Level 4
Level 5:
Level 6

Level 7

He thinks it s terrifying and powerful

Blake clearly believes in God but he struggles with the idea that God created a gentle lamb and a fierce tiger.
They are total opposites. A lamb is gentle, innocent and vulnerable, whereas a tiger is a total contrast: strong,
predatory and frightening.

It could be said that Blake is afraid - not so much of the tiger, but of a creator that would “dare” to create
something like this.
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Spelling 5 — Double letters

1. Hitter/Fitter/Sitter/Blotter/Fatter/Spitter/Splitter/Batter/Matter

2. Stopping/Cropping/Cutting/Shutting/Fitting/Sitting/Patting/Dropping

3. Topped/Tipped/Flipped/Flopped/Snogged/Flogged/Plotted/Propped/Trapped
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Language
Level 4:

Level 5

Level 6
Level 7:

Stacey is described as being a “ball of flames” and like a “hurricane” which makes her sound destructive and
powerful.

The author describes her family as people who avoid Stacey’s difficult moods, pretending to be doing something
different, or hiding away until she is calmer.

The author uses similes and metaphors to convey how forceful a personality Stacey is. Stacey is described as being
a“ball of flames” and like a “hurricane”. Both of these comparisons suggest destructive forces which leave chaos
and devastation behind them. The author also uses strong verbs to create the character and her energy:
“slamming, hurling, stomping” and like this example, they can be used in lists of three to add emphasis.

Overall Effect

Level 4:
Level 5
Level 6:

Level 7:

We want to find out what she is so angry about, and what she will do.

This is a story about a problem and an ordinary girl who has to sort it out.

The intended audience is children / young teenagers, because it is about a young girl. Stacey is a strong
personality who might be somebody young people would want to read more about.

The author wanted to establish the character of Stacey and contrast her with the rest of her family. He also
wanted to start the story off by making the readers wonder what was different about her mood this time and why
she was calling a family meeting.
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Reading 10 — “Stacey Treebling and the Demolition Man”

Select and Retrieve

Level 4:  She has dark eyes / black hair. She s loud

Level 5 “She would blow through the house like a hurricane”.

Level 6:  “Stacey was a feisty little ball of flames”.

Level 7:  Personal choice, but students may well select: “she looked like a pocket-sized Armoured Personnel Carrier, with
attitude”. The reference to the Armoured Personnel Cartier makes her sound as if nothing could attack her, as if
she was hugely strong and capable, but this is contradicted by “pocket-sized” which reminds us that she is tiny,
and so the contradictory image is quite humorous and shows that she may be small, but she has a huge impact on
those around her.

Infer and Deduce

Level 4: Stacey is a strong character who cannot be ignored.

Level 5:  Her family are nervous of her moods and the chaos she causes.

Level 6:  Stacey is the sort of character who would refuse to accept no for an answer, and would probably stand in the way
of a bulldozer rather than allow it to demolish the street.

Level 7:  The author makes us interested in Stacey by making her stand out from the rest of her family, and making her a
strong, forceful personality whose response to things will be individual

Structure

Level 4:  Itis about Stacey's character.

Level 5 The second paragraph begins the action of the story: Stacey returning home and calling a family meeting; the third
paragraph describes her as she enters the room for the meeting.

Level 6:  The first paragraph links to the rest by describing Stacey’s character, so it paves the way for us to understand the
way she is likely to respond to the threat of demolition, which starts the story.

Level 7:  We can tell it is the start of the book, because it introduces the character and then shows her in action. She s
acting in her usual way and “none of her family was at all surprised” but then, when a family meeting is
mentioned, it is clear that this is something new and that something is about to happen.
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obstinate - stubborn

panache —a sense of style or swagger

quincunx - a pattern of five things at the corners and centre of a square (iike on dice)
rational — based on reason

sagacious — wise

tepid — lukewarm




