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Structure
Level 4:

Level 5:

Level 6:

Level 7:

Language
Level 4:
Level 5
Level 6:

Level 7

He starts with the idea in the first line because he wants us to understand how he is feeling before he sees the
daffodils.

Wordsworth creates a contrast between himself “lonely as a cloud” and the “crowd” of daffodils.

The first verse sets up a contrast between Wordsworth and the daffodils; the second verse continues the
description of the daffodils; the third verse explains the effect the sight had on him; and the last verse explains the
way in which the memory often comes back to cheer him.

The first part of the poem presents Wordsworth's isolation compared with the crowd of daffodils, and develops
contrasting moods between him, “lonely as a cloud”, and the rest of nature, as he sees the daffodils “fluttering and
dancing in the breeze”. The flowers are described in more detail and are personified as “a jocund company”,
lightening Wordsworth's mood. The final verse explains the importance of that moment as it presents the power
of memory - whenever Wordsworth remembers the sight of the daffodis, they have the same effect on him as the
first time.

Key words are: “lonely”; “dancing”; “glee” “wealth”’; “bliss"; pleasure”; “dances”.

Students will have their own responses, but are likely to draw attention to the “dancing” of the daffodils, and the
way Wordsworth emphasises their numbers ~ e.g. by comparing them to the stars of the Milky Way.

Another answer which is likely to be a personal one. A suggested answer: Wordsworth personifies the daffodils
and tells us they are “dancing” with “glee”. This makes us associate the daffodils with happiness.

Wordsworth uses both similes and metaphors. He describes himself as being “lonely as a cloud / which floats on
high...”. This suggests that he feels isolated and detached from his surroundings. The daffodils, by contrast, are
personified as “a crowd” and a “host” - like lots of people “dancing” ~and itis this infectious gaiety which draws
Wordsworth in, almost as if he is joining  party: “a poet could not be but gay / In such a jocund company!” He
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Reading 5 - “Daffodils”

Select and retrieve

Level 4:  The daffodils were fluttering and dancing.

Level 5:  a) “I wandered lonely as a cloud” b) “Continuous as the stars that shine...”

Level 6: It mentions the “hills and dales” —hills and valleys, typical of the Lake District; it also mentions the lake where the
daffodils were. Wordsworth lived in the Lake District.

Level 7:  He tells us he was lonely at first, then the sight of the daffodils made him happy, and whenever he is back at home,
thinking perhaps, or maybe not thinking of anything at all, the daffodils come back in his mind's eye and make him

happy again

Infer and deduce

Level 4:  Wordsworth feels happy about the daffodils

Level 5:  He cannot help feeling happy when he sees them at the time: “A poet could not be but gay / In such a jocund
company!” and afterwards, the memory of seeing them makes him happy.

Level6:  Wordsworth s a solitary, thoughtful person, who has been wandering “lonely as a cloud”. The natural world is
very important to him.

Level 7:  Wordsworth thinks nature has a powerful influence on human emotions.
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Structure

Level 4:  After you read the first sentence, you expect a battle to take place.

Level 5:  The first sentence creates expectations with its mention of the battle-class lasers and the fact that Thorg
“marched” into the council chamber with the three guards.

Level 6:  The writer uses new paragraphs for speech or for a new moment in the action.

Level 71 The writer creates tension and drama from the words and actions of Thorg and the responses of those in the
council chamber. There s a contrast between Thorg’s dominance and the councillors” intimidated, weak
responses. The death of the Boolian candidate is a dramatic moment. The repeated comment “We are in charge”
creates tension at the end of the passage.

Language

Level 4 “Marched”, “bulk’, “bellowed", “glaring”, “threatening”, “cruel” and “barked” are all powerful words.

Level 5:  The most memorable details are the description of the Boolian delegate’s “single eye starting out of its purple
forehead” and the way he dies: “froze, shivered, glowed as red as the laser, then evaporated.”

Level 6:  The reader is manipulated by the descriptions of Thorg (“cruel”/“defiant”) and the way he acts
(“marched”/"barked"/"let out a cruel laugh”).

Level 7:  The author uses contrast to show the power of Thorg compared with the weakness of the Pro-consul: “his
wizened frame cut an unimpressive figure next to Thorg’s massive, armour-plated bulk”. He uses adjectives and
adverbs to make the description more vivid and detailed, often in lists of three: “It extended its five twisting,
rubbery tentacles”/ “his proud, defiant, threatening eyes”.

Overall Effect

Level 4z This will be a personal response.

Level 51 Most would expect the rest of the council to be taken prisoner, and a war to break out.

Level 6:  The author’s main aim was to establish the power of Thorg and the way in which he takes control.

Level 7:  The author might expect us to be intrigued and involved by this beginning and to read on to see how Thorg is
eventually defeated.
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Reading 8 - “The Galaxy of a Thousand Earth-like Planets”
Select and Retrieve

Level 4.
Level 5:
Level 6:

Level

Three droids accompany Thorg
The Pro-consul is “wizened” which means he is wrinkled with age.

The detail that tells you that this is a science fiction book i the setting, which clearly takes place somewhere other
than on Earth, and at some point in the future — the “Fifth Era”. There are references to robots and aliens, and a
battle is about to break out between those in charge — the Pro-consul and the councillors, and Thorg and his
robots,

The key word to describe Thorg is “threatening”

Infer and Deduce

Level 4:
Level 5:

Level 6:

Level 7:

Thorg is cruel and brutal, and does not let anything or anyone get in his way.
He tells the councillors what is going to happen; he does not ask them or announce it quietly. He “bellows” at
them, telling them he is “in control”.

The robots are described as “coldly metallic” so they are made of metal, but it also suggests they have no feelings.
They are described as moving “silently, smoothly” which suggests they have no legs, and makes them sound
menacing and unstoppable.

We are on the side of the Pro-consul. This is because Thorg has taken over in what seems to be a military coup,
without any mercy for those who disagree. He represents brute force, whereas the council represents democracy.
The murder of the Boolian delegate makes us see what kind of leader Thorg will be.
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Vocabulary 5 - Alternatives for Common Words
1. small

Try: tiny, minute

What else? Little; diminutive; miniscule
2. fast

Try: rapid, urgent

What else? Speedy; swift; quick
3. slow

Try: laboured, snail-like

What else? Leisurely; sluggish; deliberate
4. beautiful

Try: attractive, stunning

What else? Gorgeous; lovely; exquisite
5. take the mick

Try: ridicule, mock

What else? Satirise; tease; scorn
6. excited

Try: thrilled, energetic

What else? Stirred; exhilarated; fired up
7. bad

Try: terrible, awful

What else? Appalling; evil; dreadful
8. good

Try: virtuous, wonderful

What else? Fantastic; fine; superb
9. drank

Try: slurped, sipped

What else? Downed; drained the cup; swigged
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uses another simile to describe the way the daffodils are “continuous as the stars that shine” which gives a sense
of their numbers, and also conveys the way in which the breeze made them flutter and move like twinkling stars.
Wordsworth uses the word “wealth” metaphorically to convey that a memory such as this is worth much more
than any money.

Overall effect:

Level 4:  Wordsworth’s message is that nature makes him happy.

Level 5:  Wordsworth tells us that sights in nature are worth far more than material wealth.

Level 6:  Wordsworth expects us to imagine the scene and agree with him, and to feel the sense of happiness that he felt.
Level 7: Wordsworth’s philosophy is that nature sustains us.




