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Structure:

Level 4:  He starts the passage with the weather because he wants to emphasise the importance of the fog and how it
covers everything and everyone.

Level 5:  He lists so many examples in order to make it vivid and to show that no-one escapes some kind of effect from the
fog.

Level 6: The passage builds to a climax as it moves from general details about the fog, to considering its effects on
individual people and then focuses right in on the source of the fog. Using superlatives, Dickens tells us that the
worst of the fog is in Chancery, and narrowing the field of vision even further, the passage zooms in on one
individual: “right at the very heart of the fog sits the Lord High Chancellor”.

Level 7 We might expect the rest of the book to show exactly how the court of Chancery causes confusion and suffering to
various people involved in it; we might also expect it to be set in London and to focus in on @ number of different
people. We can expect Dickens to continue to be critical about the court of Chancery.

Language:

Levels:  Repeating the word “fog” has a deadening effect, a bit like the fog itself. It really demonstrates how the fog covers
every place and affects every person.

Level 5:  Plenty of choice here. Some suggestions follow: a) The flakes of soot are said to be as big as snowflakes but “gone
into mourning”. This is powerful because it gives a sense of sadness and darkness, in contrast to the brightness
and joy that snow brings.

b) The phrase “the death of the sun” suggests that it will never be light again.
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Reading 1: Bleak House
Select and Retrieve:

Level 4:
Level 5.
Level 6:
Level 7:

A Megalosaurus is the dinosaur mentioned.

The dogs cannot be seen in the muddy conditions.

Itis after daybreak but the narrator questions “if the day ever broke” which suggests it s still dark.

The most important key word is the endlessly repeated “fog”. Choices made by students may include: “the death
of the sun”; “a general infection of ill temper”; “defiled”; “cruelly pinching” and the sentence beginning: “the raw
afternoon is rawest..". Other appropriate choices may also be made.

Infer and Deduce:

Level 4:
Level 5

Level 6:

Level 7:

The people of London feel cross and irritable.

He wants to give a sense of the setting ~the bad weather, the fog and the darkness, and how it makes people feel
cross and miserable all over London and beyond.

The fog represents confusion and unhappiness; no-one can see properly in the fog, it makes them feel miserable
and it covers the whole of the city and beyond ~ nothing escapes. This is like the confusion and oppression caused
by the Court of Chancery.

The Court of Chancery s at the centre of the densest fog in London and the Lord High Chancellor is in charge of
Chancery. The fog represents the fog of confusion and unhappiness created by Chancery and the Lord Chancellor
seems to be responsible for this.
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Level 6

Level 7:

¢) A Megalosaurus, “wadaling like an elephantine lizard up Holborn Hill”. This gives a vivid and bizarre image of a
dinosaur and the way it walks, contrasted with an ordinary city street in London.

These sentences do not contain main verbs. Including main verbs would change the sentences to: ‘Fog is
everywhere. Fogis up the river..., etc. Dickens creates amore impressionistic feel which does not limit the fog’s
effects to the present.

Dickens uses the fog as a symbol of the misery and confusion caused by Chancery and much of the effect of the
passage comes from the repetition of the word “fog”. His message is made especially clear in the last passage that
the worst of the fog s to be found in the Court of Chancery by using three superlatives: “the raw afternoon is
rawest, and the dense fog is densest, and the muddy streets are muddiest...”. The passage is full of descriptions of
darkness and the misery caused by the fog and the mud, and the negative effects on a wide range of people.

Overall Effect

Level 4:
Level 5:
Level 6

Level 7:

Any appropriate personal response.
Dickens' main message s that the fog is everywhere and affects everybody.

Dickens is being critical of the Court of Chancery and the Lord High Chancellor. He also shows that he thinks
London is both a great city and a dirty, polluted one.

Dickens uses the fog and the mud as symbols of the confusion and misery brought about by the Court of Chancery.
The repetition of certain words and the use of balanced clauses create the effect that the fog is everywhere and
completely inescapable; for example: “fog up the river, where it flows among green islands...fog down the river,
whereit rolls defiled among the tiers of shipping...”. He also uses similes, including the striking one from the start
of the passage where he suggests that London in November is so muddy it looks primeval, and a dinosaur would
not be a surprising sight.
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The Clause

Galileo Galilei was born in Italy in 1564. He became an important scientist.
Galileo observed the planets and he discovered Jupiter’s moons.

He improved the telescope but he did not invent it.

He is called the father of modern astronomy because he discovered a lot.

He said that the Earth is not at the centre of the universe; it goes round the Sun.
This was controversial at the time because the Church did not teach this idea.
Galileo was summoned to Rome where he had to answer questions.

He was forced to say that the Earth was the centre of the universe. It is not.
Galileo made other scientific discoveries so he s called the father of science.
He showed how maths and physics go together. He was also a philosopher.
He thought that the meaning of life is written in the universe.

He proposed new ideas about motion which were important to scientists

He observed sunspots. He was one of the first people to understand them.
He described craters on the moon which he had seen through his telescope.
He observed the Milky Way, which is a star system not a chocolate bar.

He was silenced by the Church but he did not change his views.

His views are now accepted. Most people know he was right.

He was brave and curious. Many scientists revere him.

He is important because he furthered our understanding.

He shows us how to live; he was true to his beliefs




image10.png
Colons

GRS

6.

Charles Darwin: the most important scientist Britain ever produced.

He developed a theory: the theory of evolution.

He added one key idea to the theory: natural selection.

He wrote several books: On the Origin of Species, The Voyage of the Beagle, The Descent of Man.

He was educated at: Shrewsbury School, The University of Edinburgh and Christ’s College, Cambridge.

A colon has been used to begin thislist, but it would be perfectly acceptable to leave it out.

On the voyage of The Beagle, he travelled to Argentina, Chile and Australia.

Although this s a lis, it i relatively short and the items are individual words so there is no need to start it with a colon
The most famous place he visited was the Galapagos Islands.

There is no need for a colon in this sentence.

Darwin's theory stated: animals evolve when individuals that are well adapted to the prevailing conditions out-breed
less “fit" members of the species.

Darwin's most controversial idea: the notion that human beings might be descended from apes.

Darwin's other works include: Insectivorous Plants; Climbing Plant; The Power of Movement in Plants; The Formation of
Vegetable Mould through the action of Worms.
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Spelling 1 — -ible or -able
d) Irritable

2) Sensible

b) Invisible

o) Excitable

d) Responsible
b) Incredible

a) Accessible

a) Indispensable
a) Admirable

o) Incurable
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Dashes

1. Beowulf - one of the oldest English poems — tells a heroic story.

2. Itissetin Denmark — many settlers came from there to England.

3. Grendel —a lonely, hairy monster — terrorises the Danish court.

4. Grendel feasts on the Danish soldiers - there is no escape.

5. Hrothgar s the Danish king — he cannot rid his nation of Grendel.

6. Beowulf~a soldier from over the seas — comes to challenge Grendel.

7. No-one believes that Beowulf can kill Grendel - a man called Unferth is especially negative about Beowulf's chances.
8. Unferth asks Beowulf to tell a story - he has heard it features Beowulf losing a swimming race.
9. Beowulf puts him right — he lost the race because he stopped to fight a sea monster.
10 That night Grendel visits the feast hall - he attacks the sleeping warriors.

1. Beowulf - lying in wait just for this moment - surprises Grendel.

12, Grendel fights with Beowulf - he is shocked by Beowulf's strength.

13. Beowulf holds onto Grendel’s shoulder  his grip is like iron.

14. Grendel screams — he doesn’t know what to do.

15.  Beowulf wrenches Grendel’s arm off - the original poem describes this very powerfully.
16. Grendel slinks off — he is nearly dead.

7. Everyone in the Danish court celebrates — they think their troubles are over.

48. Grendelis dead - his mother is not pleased.

19. Beowulf's work is just beginning — he'll soon have another fight to undertake.

20. Grendel’s mother is worse than her son - she’ll be hard to kill.
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Overall Effect:

Level 4:
Level 5

Level 6

Level 7:

This will be a personal response.

Again, likely to be personal, but claims could be made on either side. Itis narrated by a girl, and is a subject of
interest particularly to girls, but since girls read plenty of books narrated by and about boys, that should not
matter. The plot will clearly involve Terry and football, 5o it could be argued that it will be of interest to boys.
However, both girls and boys might dislike the passage because it seems to present stereotypes.

The writer makes us sympathise with the narrator because she mocks herself and does not take herself too
seriously. She comes across as likeable and so excited at the chance to spend time with Terry that we might feel
pleased that she has the chance to do so.

This will be a personal response, backed up by apt examples. Students might refer positively or negatively to the
personality of the narrator, the subject matter, the colloquial style of the passage or the presentation of girls and
boys.
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Structure
Level 4:
Level 5

Level 6:

Level 7:

Language
Level 4:
Level s:
Level 6:

Level 7:

When the writer starts with “OMG!” it makes you expect that something amazing has happened.
By starting with “OMG!” the writer makes the reader keen to read on as it is like she is talking to you, and you
want to find out what has happened to make her say that.

The first word creates drama because the “OMG" at the start makes s wonder what has happened. Then tension
is created because of what she says she thought she would be writing about, and how terrible it would have made
her feel. Then the writer says “But then..." to create a sense of tension, before referring to something
“miraculous” which definitely makes us want to read on.

This answer could include points made in the Level 6 answer, as well as the following: The opening paragraph
prepares the reader for something dramatic to have happened in the life of the narrator. Itis clear that itis
something she thinks is fantastic ~ because she starts the paragraph with “OMG!” and ends it with “this might just
have been the best day of my life!” and uses exclamation marks both times.

She describes her feelings by saying that what happened was miraculous and perfect.
The writer’s language makes the passage funny because of the way she describes her reactions: I just gawped
and nodded and tried to keep breathing.”

The writer writes as she speaks, so the language is colloguial and familiar to the girls who will be reading it. For
example, she describes Terry as “the lush, cool, too-gorgeous-to-look-at Terry Casper”.

The writer uses lots of questions, which involve the reader and make it feel as if the passage is asking their opinion:
“| mean, I'm not imagining it, am 12" She also includes dialogue, which makes the piece livelier and the characters
more convincing. She mixes narration of events with her commentary and reactions, creating an involving
character. Colloquial language also draws the reader in and makes the character realistic.
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Reading 7 — “The Diary of a Pre-teen Prom Queen”
Select and Retrieve

Level 4:

Level 5
Level 6
Level 7:

You can tell she is a young girl because she says she was hanging around with her friends (al gils) at break —so she
is obviously at school. She says they all “did the giggly girlie act”.

Terry is good at football, good-looking and popular.

She is so excited because she thinks his offer to teach her football is like being asked out on a date.

She expresses shock, excitement and wonder.

Infer and Deduce

Level 4:
Level 5
Level 6:
Level 7:

She thinks he is very attractive, but not someone who would notice her.

She thinks it is the best thing that has ever happened to her.

They laugh because she tried to impress Terry and ended up making a fool of herself.

She is a chatty, excitable girl, who seems reasonably popular, with her own set of friends, but quite self-aware,
(She remarks “we did the giggly girlie act” as the boys approach.) Underneath it al, she is desperate to be liked and
noticed by the best-looking boy in the school — she talks about how she was “feeling so wanted”. She clearly
enjoys confiding in her diary as if she is talking to a friend.




