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House Points - Week Ending 25th April

  
Dates for the Diary

Student Value of the Term

Year 9 AP2 Assessments
Monday 12th - Friday 16th May 2025

Bank Holiday
Monday 5th May 2025

Year 8 AP2 Assessments
Monday 19th - Friday 23rd May 2025

Half Term
Monday 26th - Friday 30th May 2025

Year 7 AP2 Assessments
Monday 23rd - Friday 27th June 2025

D.Middleton - EAL Support Coordinator

Leadership Message - Supporting Our EAL Students
EAL stands for English as an Additional Language, meaning that it includes all students who speak a home language other 
than English. EAL students make up 25% of our student cohort at the Basildon Lower Academy.

We strive to ensure that all of our EAL students feel included in school life and have the same opportunities as those who 
are native English speakers.  New EAL students are offered a buddy within their class to ensure that they can navigate the 
school site with ease and ask them for help. Our EAL Ambassadors are also available to give tours to new EAL students and 
help them settle into school life at the Lower Academy.

Our goal is to ensure that students with English as an Additional Language (EAL) can fully participate in their education 
alongside native English speakers.

To support this, EAL students attend weekly intervention sessions designed to improve their English across the four key 
skills: reading, writing, listening, and speaking. During these sessions, students use a combination of grammar workbooks 
and the language learning platform LanguageNut to develop their skills further.

Where needed, students are also supported by translators to help them access the curriculum as their 
English improves. These tailored interventions and translation support help EAL students make rapid 
progress with their language development, allowing them to thrive across all subjects and achieve their 
full potential.

If you have any questions regarding EAL support that may be available to your child, please do not 
hesitate to contact me: EAL@basildonacademies.org.uk 

Young Minds
Young Minds is the UK’s leading charity committed to improving  the emotional 
wellbeing and mental health of children and young people. Just as people’s 
bodies can become unwell, people’s minds can become unwell too.

Young Minds offer information to young people and children about mental 
health and emotional wellbeing. If you need to talk, they can let you know 
about organisations that listen, plus they offer online support and info.

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/


Home Learning
If  you have any queries regarding home learning, 
including access issues or, to celebrate the work your child 
has completed at home, please visit the Contact Us page 
via the Basildon Lower Academy website and select the 
option for Home Learning/Homework.

Safeguarding our students is at the forefront of everything 
we do. Parents and carers can access information via the 
following link www.escb.co.uk which offers guidance and 
signposts to resources on various safeguarding issues. 
Please contact our safeguarding officers if you have any 
concerns about your own child or another student at the 
Academies.

Safeguarding

www.basildonloweracademy.org.uk/safeguarding

Supporting Your Child’s Wellbeing 
with Parenting Smart
Parenting Smart, created by the children’s mental health 
charity Place2Be, offers practical tips and guidance to 
support your child’s wellbeing. 

If students are worried about their health, would like a 
confidential chat or would just like to find out more about 
how our school nurse can help them, the nurse can be 

Every Thursday 
Breaktime

Location: The Lower 
Academy SEND 
Department

Student Nurse Drop In

Online Safety Advice: Navigating Social Media and Gaming Apps Safely

The Online Safety Hub is an online resource with lots of expert advice and guidance to help find out how to keep our young 
people safe online. You can access it for free here: Online Safety Hub - The Basildon Academies

With so many social media and gaming apps available, it’s important for parents to 
understand potential risks and how to keep children safe online. This guide provides 
practical tips on privacy settings, screen time, online interactions, and age-appropriate 
content to help you support your child’s digital wellbeing.

Aspire - Believe - Achieve

For more information please visit: https://basildonacademies.onlinesafetyhub.uk/
parent/articles/navigating-social-media-and-gaming-apps-safely

Uniform Exchange Scheme
If you have uniform that your child has outgrown, please bring it in and see if there is 
something in the exchange shop that has been donated that you can simply swap your item 
for. We are still gratefully receiving donations of jumpers, shirts, trousers and PE kits that are 
in pre-loved condition and these can be donated via the reception office on either site.

Please remember, the Uniform Exchange shop is located at the Lower Academy, is open 
from 8am – 3:30pm Monday – Friday and is accessible via the school office.

From managing screen time to handling big 
emotions, the website provides short, easy-to-
follow articles and videos designed to help parents 
navigate everyday challenges with confidence. 

Explore helpful resources here: https://parentingsmart.
place2be.org.uk/

https://www.basildonloweracademy.org.uk/contact-us
https://www.escb.co.uk/
http://www.basildonloweracademy.org.uk/safeguarding
https://basildonacademies.onlinesafetyhub.uk/
https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/
https://basildonacademies.onlinesafetyhub.uk/parent/articles/navigating-social-media-and-gaming-apps-safely
https://basildonacademies.onlinesafetyhub.uk/parent/articles/navigating-social-media-and-gaming-apps-safely
https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/
https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/


 Garden Project Flourishes
The Lower Academy’s garden and allotment project has continued to flourish, thanks to the dedication of students and 
staff. Since the last update, an incredible 80 students have taken part in growing and maintaining the space, making it a 
true community effort.

New additions to the garden include grapevines, a cherry tree, rhubarb, strawberries, peas, kale, cabbage, tomatoes, 
and citrus trees—a diverse and exciting range of plants. The potatoes have also begun to sprout, and two brand-new 
greenhouses have been installed, expanding the growing potential even further.

This incredible project has not gone unnoticed. The school has received nationally prestigious awards, including the 
RSPB Wild Challenge Award and Plastic Clever Schools recognition, highlighting our commitment to sustainability and 
environmental responsibility.

The wider community has also shown its support, with generous donations of garden equipment, seeds, and plants from 
local organisations, including The Basildon Round Table. Their contributions have helped make this project even more 
successful.

“Gardening is fun because it gets us outdoors, keeps us active, and lets us connect with nature in a fun way.” 
Chantelle.T – Year 9



 HMS President Visit
On April 23rd, a group of our talented art students had the incredible opportunity to take part in a unique art workshop 
aboard HMS President, led by renowned artist Jan Erika.

Ten students were carefully selected for the trip in recognition of their dedication to the subject and the outstanding 
effort they have demonstrated throughout the year. During the workshop, each student designed their own ship crest — a 
creative piece they were able to take home as a memento of the day.

We’re proud to share that several of our students received special recognition:

• Suzie-Lou.G was awarded Best Piece
• Isaac.S received the prize for Best Understanding of the Brief
• Evie.W was honoured for her Resilience and Creativity

Their conduct throughout the day was exemplary. Not only did they impress the visiting Navy officers, but they also stood 
out among the other participating schools. Staff aboard HMS President praised our students for both their artistic ability 
and their impeccable behaviour — a true credit to our school. I am incredibly proud of them all!

Mrs Chapman – Teacher of Art

 Geography Drop Down Day: Exploring Sustainability Together
As part our recent Geography Drop Down Day, students took part in a range of activities focused on sustainability, tying in 
with this half term’s student value: Climate Change is Real.

It was a fantastic opportunity for students to learn about environmental issues and explore practical ways to make a 
difference. One highlight of the day was seeing students actively planning improvements to our community space, showing 
real commitment to creating a greener future.



The Basildon Academies is a smoke and vape free organisation. This prohibits the use of all 
tobacco products and e-cigarettes on, or in, any Basildon Academy property. This is in place 
to protect staff, students, and visitors from the effects of second-hand smoke in its buildings 
and grounds.

Important Notice: Smoke and Vape-Free Policy

Please be reminded that parents and visitors are not permitted to use any smoking products 
on the grounds of the academies, this includes in our carparks.



You’ll usually need a degree or 

You’ll need: engineering skills, excellent IT 

•
•
•

Let’s Talk Money

Follow The Basildon Lower Academy on our social media channels

The schools support for mental health and wellbeing is well led and the
school have invested significantly in training and additional staff within
their wellbeing centres and wider pastoral teams over recent years to
build capacity and expand what they can offer. 

https://twitter.com/Basildon_LA
https://www.facebook.com/BasildonLowerAcademy
https://www.instagram.com/the_basildon_lower_academy/


Follow The Basildon Lower Academy on our social media channels

To report a student absence please visit the Contact Us page via the Basildon Lower Academy 
website and select the option for Attendance.

Please familiarise yourself with our attendance procedures found on the school website within the Parent Information 
section, so you know who and when you need to contact us. www.basildonloweracademy.org.uk/attendance

• Parents/carers must contact the school by 8.30am each day their child is absent.
• If no reason has been received for a child’s absence, the Academy will initiate first day calling.
• Parent/carers may be asked for medical evidence to support absences after 3 days or 

reoccurring absence patterns.
• Wherever possible, parents/carers should make appointments outside of school hours. If this is unavoidable students 

should attend school before and after the appointment.

Absence Procedures

https://www.basildonloweracademy.org.uk/contact
https://www.basildonloweracademy.org.uk/attendance



