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House Points - Week Ending 7th November

  
Dates for the Diary

Student Value of the Term

Year 8 AP1 Assessments
Monday 1st - Friday 5th December 2025

Armistice Day
Tuesday 11th November 2025

Year 9 AP1 Assessments
Monday 8th - Friday 19th December 2025

Christmas Fayre
Thursday 18th December 2025: 3pm-5pm

Last Day of Autumn Term
Friday 19th December 2025

Leadership Message
We’d like to take a moment to say a big well done to all our students who have made a brilliant start to the school year with 
excellent attendance. Being in school every day really does make a difference; not only in the rewards and recognition we 
give, but also in the friendships built, the memories made, and the progress achieved in learning.

We recognise that attending school every day isn’t always easy, and we want to thank families for their ongoing support in 
helping students to show up and stay engaged. Our staff are always here to help if any student is finding things challenging; 
whether that’s getting to school, keeping up with lessons, or managing day-to-day challenges.

Research shows that good attendance has a strong link to academic success, and we’ve been highlighting this in our 
assemblies to help students understand how every day in school really does count.

You may have noticed some attendance postcards handed out recently, these were to celebrate positive attendance from 
the previous half term. If your child didn’t receive one this time, there will be plenty more opportunities to be recognised as 
we move through the term.

Uniform Exchange Scheme
If you have uniform that your child has outgrown, please bring it in and see if there is something 
in the exchange shop that has been donated that you can simply swap your item for. We are 
still gratefully receiving donations of jumpers, shirts, trousers and PE kits that are in pre-loved 
condition and these can be donated via the reception office on either site.

Please remember, the Uniform Exchange shop is located at the Lower Academy, is open from 8am 
– 3:30pm Monday – Friday and is accessible via the school office.

S.Killick
Assistant Headteacher & Attendance Champion

Finally, we’re pleased to share that there will be ongoing attendance rewards throughout the year, 
with some exciting new incentives on the way. Students should make sure they’re on time to tutor 
time to see what they may have earned!

Keep going, keep showing up, and keep being brilliant.



Home Learning
If  you have any queries regarding home learning, including 
access issues or, to celebrate the work your child has 
completed at home, please visit the Contact Us page via the 
Basildon Lower Academy website and select the option for 
Home Learning/Homework.

Safeguarding our students is at the forefront of everything 
we do. Parents and carers can access information via the 
following link www.escb.co.uk which offers guidance and 
signposts to resources on various safeguarding issues. 
Please contact our safeguarding officers if you have any 
concerns about your own child or another student at the 
Academies.

Safeguarding

www.basildonloweracademy.org.uk/safeguarding

Supporting Your Child’s Wellbeing 
with Parenting Smart
Parenting Smart, created by the children’s mental health 
charity Place2Be, offers practical tips and guidance to 
support your child’s wellbeing. 

From managing screen time to handling big 
emotions, the website provides short, easy-to-
follow articles and videos designed to help parents 
navigate everyday challenges with confidence. 

Explore helpful resources here: https://parentingsmart.
place2be.org.uk/

Online Safety Hub: Supporting Parents with The Prevent Duty

The Online Safety Hub is an online resource with lots of expert advice and guidance 
to help find out how to keep our young people safe online. You can access it for free 
here: Online Safety Hub - The Basildon Academies

Visit our Online Safety Hub for essential advice and guidance on The Prevent Duty. 
This webpage provides parents with information on identifying and addressing 
the risks of radicalisation, as well as practical support to help keep young people 
safe online and in their communities. Click the following link to read more: 
https://basildonacademies.onlinesafetyhub.uk/parent/articles/the-prevent-duty-
advice-and-support-for-parents

Essex Sexual Health Service Webpages Dedicated to Secondary Parents & Carers
The Essex Sexual Health Service has a website dedicated to parents and carers. 
Parents can find a wealth of resources, including FAQs, insights into RSE, and 
advice on how to have those important conversations.
https://essexsexualhealthservice.org.uk/parents-and-carers/

https://www.basildonloweracademy.org.uk/contact-us
https://www.escb.co.uk/
http://www.basildonloweracademy.org.uk/safeguarding
https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/
https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/
https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/
https://basildonacademies.onlinesafetyhub.uk/
https://basildonacademies.onlinesafetyhub.uk/parent/articles/the-prevent-duty-advice-and-support-for-parents
https://basildonacademies.onlinesafetyhub.uk/parent/articles/the-prevent-duty-advice-and-support-for-parents
https://essexsexualhealthservice.org.uk/parents-and-carers/


Year 8 Students Put Their Reading Knowledge to the Test in Library Quiz
Last week, Year 8 students took part in an exciting Library Quiz during their Reading Lessons in the Lower Academy Library. 
The quiz was designed to test their knowledge of books, authors, and library skills, while encouraging a love of reading and 
teamwork. Students have really enjoyed the friendly competition and the chance to explore even more of what the library 
has to offer.

“The library quiz really enjoyable as it tested my knowledge and helped me explore different books.” Mohab.A

“I enjoyed the quiz as it was something different to do and challenged my knowledge of fiction and books.” Dottie.H

“I really enjoyed the quiz because it was interesting and expanded my knowledge of reading and famous fictional characters.” 
Shaun.C

“I thought it was really fun searching for clues with my friends and finding the answers.” Tyler.W

“I enjoyed doing the quiz because it was fun looking for clues and signs. I find reading fun because the stories are interesting.” 
Marlee.C



Students Begin Learning British Sign Language

www.kooth.com is a free, confidential, safe and anonymous way for young 
people, aged 11-18, to ask for help from a team of highly qualified and 
experienced counsellors and support workers.

Kooth is a well-established, award winning online counselling agency and 
is accredited by The British Association of Psychotherapy and Counselling 
(BACP). 

Free Online Counselling Service

As part of Enrichment during tutor time, students at the Lower Academy 
have recently begun learning British Sign Language (BSL), an exciting 
new initiative aimed at promoting inclusion and communication across 
the school community.

To support their learning, students have been creating and displaying 
fingerspelling posters around the school and in classrooms, helping 
everyone to become more familiar with the BSL alphabet.

This activity not only builds new skills but also encourages greater 
awareness and understanding of the Deaf community and the 
importance of accessible communication.

Students will be continuing their BSL learning throughout the year, and we look forward to sharing their progress as their 
confidence and signing skills develop.

UNICEF Thanks Basildon Lower Academy for Cultural Fayre Donation
Back in July, The Basildon Lower Academy proudly hosted its annual Cultural Fayre, 
celebrating the rich diversity, creativity, and talent within our school community. 
Students, staff, and families came together to enjoy a vibrant afternoon of music, 
food, and performances; all in support of UNICEF.

At the time, we were delighted to share that the event raised over £300 for UNICEF’s 
vital work helping children around the world.

We are now pleased to share that we have received a letter addressed to our 
Headteacher, Rebecca Rees, from Vicky Johnson, Head of Supporter Care at UNICEF 
UK, expressing their sincere thanks for our support.

In her message, Vicky Johnson writes: “Please pass on our acknowledgement and gratitude to all those who contributed. 
Thank you for your incredible support and for helping us give children around the world the opportunity to survive and 
thrive.”

We are very proud of everyone who helped make the Cultural Fayre such a success, from the talented performers to the 
families and staff who supported the event. Your generosity and enthusiasm have made a real difference.

Click Here to read the letter from UNICEF.

Find out more about how your support helps: www.unicef.org.uk

https://www.kooth.com/
https://www.kooth.com/
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Please ensure we have current contact information on file for you, including home address, mobile phone number, and email 
address. If any of your details have changed, email us at admin@basildonacademies.org.uk with the updated information.

Parent/Carer Updating Contact Information



Follow The Basildon Lower Academy on our social media channels



•

•
•
•

Let’s Talk Money

Follow The Basildon Lower Academy on our social media channels

There is a real drive to ensure that TAs are highly skilled and deployed effectively 
to meet the needs of learners. TAs feel well valued and were able to articulate how 
they are given opportunities to develop their skills through CPD and often receive 
public recognition through the ‘Star of the week’.

https://twitter.com/Basildon_LA
https://www.facebook.com/BasildonLowerAcademy
https://www.instagram.com/the_basildon_lower_academy/


Please let us know as soon as possible if your child is unable to attend school, ideally by 8am, by 
email to lowerattendance@basildonacademies.org.uk or by calling 01268 498881.

Please familiarise yourself with our attendance procedures found on the school website within the Parent Information 
section, so you know who and when you need to contact us. www.basildonloweracademy.org.uk/attendance

•	 Parents/carers must contact the school by 8.30am each day their child is absent.
•	 If no reason has been received for a child’s absence, the Academy will initiate first day calling.
•	 Parent/carers may be asked for medical evidence to support absences after 3 days or 

reoccurring absence patterns.
•	 Wherever possible, parents/carers should make appointments outside of school hours. If this is unavoidable students 

should attend school before and after the appointment.

Absence Procedures

https://www.basildonloweracademy.org.uk/attendance


Special Educational Needs 
and Disabilities

The Essex Local Offer website 
provides information about help available 
to children and young people (aged 0 to 25) 
with Special Educational Needs and
Disabilities (SEND).

You can also find information on:

• support, groups and activities
• help with learning
• advice for young people

• health and wellbeing
• housing and employment
• financial support

Visit www.send.essex.gov.uk for more information and
to sign up to our newsletter

https://send.essex.gov.uk/

